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What school did you come from and can you tell me a little bit about

the school?

| actually came directly from a graduate program on school leadership at
Harvard University. My program focused specifically on how to develop
alternative and creative models of education through the lens of school
leadership, curriculum, policy, and philanthropy.

Before | did my graduate studies, | served as Executive Director of The GreenMount School, a first
through eighth grade independent school located in the Remington neighborhood of Baltimore. | was there
for five years. The mission of the school was to provide a creative, experiential, cooperative, and
multicultural education to students. The school, though independent in form, was created on the ideals of
equity, community, and creativity. In many ways, it sounds much like City Neighbors!

Moving to a new city because of a new job can be to ugh decision. What was it about the
opportunity at City Neighbors that helped make such a decision final?

I had the opportunity to visit City Neighbors twice during my interview process. | spent an entire day here

as part of my first interview. | then returned to do a parent workshop on creating caring relationships in
the school. First, let me say that this was the only school | applied to in Baltimore. | sent all other
resumes and applications to schools in Massachusetts. Though we very much liked Baltimore and
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CNCS is committed by charter as well as inclination
to becoming a place where diversity is appreciated
and celebrated. Diversity, of course comes in many
flavors: social, ethnic, racial, economic, etc. But
diversity also includes differences in learning style
and learning abilities. At City Neighbors we do this
by working to make differences ordinary.

The arts integrated project approach which informs
our curriculum development is ideally suited to this
approach. Arts integration provides students who
are weak in writing skills an alternate way to
express themselves and show what they know
through collage, murals, sketches, photography,
building 3D representations, acting and performing.
Once the arts are coupled with a project-based
approach, students who have weak reading skills
can learn content through discussions, alternate
materials such as videos, and field trips. Projects
allow reluctant learners to explore the curriculum in
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ways that meet a need for hands-on/concrete
experiences. Many students learn from the work of
other students. An arts-integrated, project-based
approach gives value to the many ways students
learn and share what they have learned. The
student who learns well by reading and the student
who learns by doing both learn to appreciate each
other’s abilities as they work together on a project.
Some learn to appreciate the struggle others have
in doing the very things that come easily to them.
Others learn that there is value in alternate ways of
learning or doing.

This is the essence of making differences ordinary.
When students work toward common curriculum
goals, each in their own way, then learning
becomes richer for all students and teachers.

There is no question that literacy in math and
reading is at the core of our academic program. So
it is that CNCS is building a support structure for all
children. Kate Seidl, our literacy specialist (and
librarian) brings a talent for assessing how students
approach reading tasks to determine how best to
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