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Dear City Neighbors Families, 
 
Welcome to Year Four!   
 
We have so much to look forward to as we begin our fourth year together.  It is so hard to believe 
that we will have eighth-graders walking the halls of City Neighbors!  We are looking forward to 
rolling out the red carpet for our very first graduating class in June, the Class of 2009. 
 
This school year also marks a new beginning for City Neighbors.  We have reached our full 
capacity as a K – 8th, with 200 students.  We now have a new 5 year contract and charter for City 
Neighbors.  This summer we fixed up the 3rd floor, adding a music room, computer room and 
classroom space.  Outside, we built a beautiful new play space for our students.  We also 
purchased the land next to our building to give our growing school some elbow room.  And in 
everything we’ve done, we’ve paid attention to safety, beauty and the flow of self-expression, 
creating spaces for our children and teachers to do their best work.  After all, at City Neighbors, 
that’s what we’re all about. 
 
Please use this Handbook as a reference.  Think of it as an owner’s manual for every member of 
the City Neighbors community.  In these pages you will find the clear expectations for daily 
operations, the policies and procedures we continue to shape together.    You will learn about our 
unique, innovative design, in which our parents, teachers and staff play an active role working 
together, for the good of the students and our community. 
 
When thinking about how get involved in City Neighbors this year, just remember our motto: 
Inspired to Create.  We’ve all seen how our school comes alive through the creative process, 
when people are engaged in meaningful work.  Not just students and teachers, but family too.  
And so I invite each of you to join in with all your heart. 
 
Thank you for being a part of our school community.  The success of our school model is based 
on your participation. Every family at City Neighbors is asked to give 40 hours of volunteer 
service.  Please look through this Handbook to read the descriptions of each opportunity, each 
committee, find one that appeals to you, and join in the fun!   
 
For City Neighbors, 
 
Bobbi  R. Macdonald 
Founder and President 



 3

  �
�

67117��8�9&�1	7���0��0��6�
�

�

�
�
Dear City Neighbors Community, 
 
We have eighth graders!    Entering our fourth year, City Neighbors finally completes its 
grade-level expansion and takes its place as a full K-8 school! 
 
In June of this year, we will send our first class of City Neighbors students out into the 
world at large.   And, what a wonderful, complicated, and exciting world it is!   And, as 
we prepare this group for their next step or we begin to prepare our new 
Kindergarteners for graduation in 2017, we think about what we want for our students.   
Of course, we want them to be literate, mathematically able, knowledgeable about the 
past and the world, understanding of science and how things work.  And, of course, we 
want them to be ready for high school and college and life after college. 
 
Here at City Neighbors, though, we want more than that.     We want our students to be 
nurtured in a community that cares for them, strives for the best, and works together for 
their well-being.   We want them to think about the world and others and their role in 
shaping their lives and their communities.   We want them to confident in themselves – 
confident to take risks, confident to ask questions, confident to move ahead.   We want 
our students to be organized and to be able to manage a project – to see a problem or a 
task and figure out the most effective, thoughtful, and thorough ways of addressing the 
challenge.    We want them to be curious, to be critical, to be optimistic, to be alive and 
embracing of the world around them. 
 
The wonderful thing about City Neighbors is that we’re in this together.   Last year, we 
received a vote of confidence from the city as we received a five year charter renewal – 
the most possible.   We now have another five years to keep striving toward the ideal. 
 
This handbook, created over the last three years in collaboration with teachers, parents 
and administrators, outlines some of the structures, programs, standards, and rules that 
help our community to thrive.   It is with mutual understanding of the expectations, 
structures and pillars of our community that we can be most effective in meeting our 
ideals.   It’s important that you read what’s in here.     
 
So, let’s go into this year together.    Let’s be connected as we guide and support our 
students – whether in 8th grade or Kindergarten – toward graduation, toward the future, 
and toward the world. 
 
All the best, 
Mike 
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�� Just a thought. 
Families with more than one child in 
school. Compact is sign ed with older 
child’s teacher, every teacher working 
with the family???? 
HMMM  Should families/ Children with 
IEP’s sign something as well with me?  
Too bad we couldn’t have a poster of the 
Compact with everyones signatures a la 
Declaration of Independencs……. What a 
nightmare trying to do that! 
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Is the concern regarding classroom or 
school operations related decisions? 

Yes 
 

No 

Speak Directly to the person involved Bring concern to Chair of the Organized 
Parent Group, and you will be directed to 

the proper committee. 

Speak to the 
Principal 

Bring concern to the 
Board 

Bring concern to the Board 
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2008-2009 City Neighbors School Calendar:    The Year at a Gl ance       
 
August 21st:   Meet the Teacher, 1 – 7 pm 
    Introduction to Kindergarten, 6-7 pm 
August 25 th:   First Day of School 
 
September 1 st:  NO SCHOOL – Labor Day 
September 17th:  Back to School Night, 6:30 pm 
 
October 10th:   1st Trimester Progress Reports sent 
October 16 th:   NO SCHOOL – Professional Development 
October 17 th:   NO SCHOOL – Professional Development  
 
November 4 th:  NO SCHOOL – Election Day 
November 10th-13th   1st Trimester Culminating Week 
November 13th:  1st Trimester Ends 
November 14 th:  NO SCHOOL – Professional Development  
November 27 th:  NO SCHOOL – Thanksgiving 
November 28 th:  NO SCHOOL – Thanksgiving 
 
December 3 rd-5th:  1:00 Days – Parent-Teacher Conferences 
December 16th:  Winter Creative Arts Festival, 6:30 pm 
December 24 th-  NO SCHOOL – Winter Break 
 
January 5 th:   School Resumes 
January 14th:   2nd Trimester Progress Reports sent 
January 19 th:   NO SCHOOL – MLK Jr. Day 
January 29 th:   NO SCHOOL – Professional Development 
January 30 th:   NO SCHOOL – Professional Development 
 
February 9th-13th:  2nd Trimester Culminating Week 
February 13th:   2nd Trimester Ends 
February 16 th:  NO SCHOOL – President’s Day 
 
March 4 th-6th:   1:00 Days – Parent-Teacher Conferences 
March 15th:   Founders’ Day 
March 17th-18th:  MSA Testing, Grades 3-8 
March 24th-25th:  MSA Testing, Grades 3-8 
 
April 1st:   Trimester 3 Progress Reports Sent 
April 6 th-13th:   NO SCHOOL – Spring Break 
April 14th:    School Resumes 
 
May 1st:   NO SCHOOL – Professional Development 
May 2nd:   City Neighbors Auction, 6-9:30 
May 6th:   Karma, Dharma, Pudding and Pie, 6:30 
May 25 th:   NO SCHOOL – Memorial Day 
May 27th:   Spring Creative Arts Celebration and Board Elections, 6:30 
 
June 1st-5th:   Presentations of Learning, Grades 6 and 7 
June 3 rd-5th:   1:00 Days, Parent-Teacher Conferences 
June 5 th:   8 th Grade Graduation, 6:30 pm 
June 9 th:   1:00 Day, LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
�


